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Leader Continued from page 10
see in your eyes that you shall not pass over this Jordan.’” 
(Deuteronomy 3:27)

Moses was the leader of the desert generation. He ex-
celled in organizing the institutions of law and government 
in the nation that had crystallized during the wandering 
years. He was an excellent administrator, and practiced 
political manipulations within his people and between his 
people and neighboring nations.

Moses was a leader of the times of peace, but he was 
not a leader of the times of war.

In order to fulfill the Divine command to conquer the land 
on the Transjordan and the land of Canaan, God needed a 
leader in times of war, and so it was Joshua Bin-Nun who 

inherited the leadership position after Moses.
Moses was not willing to accept this fact and, therefore, 

his disappointment was great when God said to him, “You 
shall not pass over the Jordan” (Devarim 3:27), “you shall 
not come there either, Joshua the son of Nun standing 
before you, he shall come there.”

Another biblical personality who ended his career in 
disappointment and dismay was Samuel the prophet. He was 
born into a period of governmental chaos and corruption 
of the leaders of the people and the priests: “In those days 
there is no king in Israel; every man shall do what is right 
in his eyes.” (Judges 21:25)

Samuel was crowned the spiritual shepherd of the people, 

but he also played the role of political and governmental 
leader. He led Israel in the war against the Amalekites and 
judged them in time of peace. His great disappointment 
came to him at the end of his days when the people came and 
demanded that he appoint a king over them: “Let us appoint 
a king to judge us like all other nations.” (Samuel I 8: 5)

Samuel saw this act as a violation not only of him, but 
also of God, and claimed to the people: “And today you will 
hold your God, who saves you from all your troubles, and tell 
him (to God) that a king (flesh and blood) will be put on us.” 
(Samuel I 10: 16-19) With great disappointment, he left the 
leadership of the nation and passed it on to Saul, the new king.

In modern history, we know leaders who have ended an 
important period in their lives with a deep disappointment. 
Unlike Moses, Winston Churchill, the prime minister of 
England during World War II, was a leader of war time, but 
not a leader of time of peace. Before the war, he was a gray 
minister and did not stand out in England policy. He was 
an excellent prime minister who led England during a crisis 
during the war. When the war was over and England needed 
to be restored in peacetime, Churchill suffered a defeat in 
the 1945 elections. Later, in 1951, when he was re-elected 
prime minister, he did not stand out as he did during the war 
and ended his term with great personal disappointment and 
to the disappointment of his constituents.

The Jewish people in the renewed land of Israel were led 
by David Ben-Gurion. Like Moses, Shmuel and Winston 
Churchill, Ben-Gurion was also the leader of a period. He 
led the Zionist movement in the years before the establish-
ment of the state of Israel and wanted to see the realization 
of the Zionist dream after the establishment of the state. 
Ben-Gurion led Israel during the difficult days of the War 
of Independence and in the early years of the state in which 
more than a million immigrants, refugees from the Holocaust 
and from the Arab countries, entered Israel. In 1953, when 
the great wave of immigration subsided, he realized, to his 
disappointment, that the Zionist dream, as he saw it, had not 
materialized. Only those who fled from their countries of 
origin in Europe, North Africa and the Middle East immi-
grated to Israel. The Jews of Western Europe and America, 
whose economic situation was stable, disappointed him and 
did not emigrate en masse to Israel. He saw this as a failure 
of Zionism and his failure as the leader of Zionism.

In 1953, he had to deal with politics that is now defined 
as “dirty politics.” This is the politics of the political parties 
in Israel. There were struggles between the left and the 
right, and between the secular and the religious. He was 
forced to surrender to the religious parties in their power 
struggles to maintain religious and state-religious educa-
tion, and to receive benefits for the religious sector over 
the secular sector. He was distressed by the need to fight 
coalition survival wars instead of fulfilling Zionism as he 
had imagined it in the establishment of the state.

Ben-Gurion decided to encourage the Zionist enterprise, 
which was eroded by a personal example: he resigned from 
the government and transferred his post to Moshe Sharett. 
He joined the movement of the moshavim, appeared in var-
ious places in the country and delivered speeches calling on 
the people to leave the city, the village, from the center of 
the country to the desert to the desolate Negev. He moved 
to Kibbutz Sde Boker where he was accepted as a kibbutz 
member. But his disappointment with the progress of the 
Zionist enterprise was great and painful.

Several attempts were made by Moshe to prevent the evil 
decree imposed upon him by God. The book of legend is told 
that “The Holy One, blessed be He, said to him: ‘This is how 
the thought came before me, and so, the custom of the world: 
each generation has its own special leaders, each generation 
has its own breadwinners, each generation has its own special 
instructors. Until now, it was your part to serve before me 
and now Joshua’s share of your servant has come to serve.’”

The midrash states, “It is convenient for a person to 
go up to the stage and it is difficult to descend from it.” 
Moshe’s desperate cry and plea in parasha Vaetchanan 
is an expression of his painful descent from the stage of 
Israeli history.

From JNS.org
Israeli women’s lacrosse team gives Kenyan opponents 
brand-new cleats

Israel’s Women’s Lacrosse team has become a worldwide sensation – but not for their 
performance on the field. When the Israeli team played Kenya in in the 2019 Women’s 
Lacrosse U19 World Championships in Ontario, Canada the week of Aug. 9, the players 
noticed the Kenyan team did not have cleats but were wearing regular sneakers. The day 
after team Israel’s 13-4 victory the Israelis returned to the field and gifted a new pair of 
cleats to each member of the Kenyan team. A video captured hugs between the opponents. 
The Kenyan team posted a video of the event on its Twitter account (@KenyaLacrosse) on 
Aug. 7. Someone at ESPN noticed the tweet, and then sent the following message to the 
Kenyan Lacrosse team: “Hello, reaching out from ESPN. Can we please have permission 
to use this video on our TV and digital platforms?” Permission was granted and that led to 
ESPN showing the video on all its platforms, exposing millions of people all around the 
world to this act of kindness from the Israeli team. On Aug. 8, with their new footwear on, 
team Kenya defeated Belgium 16-9, earning their second win of the tournament. David 
Ladsay, COO of the Israel Lacrosse Association, told JNS: “Our players, coaches and sup-
porters take pride in representing our country using our sport as a way of building bridges 
and connections to Israel. They continue to inspire the world winning on and off the field.”

Court orders neo-Nazi website founder to pay $14 
million for inciting violence

The founder of the alt-right website The Daily Stormer was ordered by court on Aug. 8 
to pay a Jewish real estate agent $14 million for inciting his readers to harass her family, 
the Associated Press reported. U.S. District Judge Dana Christensen entered Tanya Gersh a 
default judgment after Andrew Anglin did not appear for a scheduled deposition in the civil 
lawsuit case. Anglin is ordered to pay Gersh more than $4 million in compensatory damages 
and $10 million in punitive damages. He is also required to permanently remove all posts, 
comments and images about Gersh and her family. Anglin accused Gersh of trying to run the 
mother of white nationalist Richard Spencer out of town in 2016. He published her family’s 
personal information on his neo-Nazi website and asked his readers, “Are y’all ready for an 
old fashioned troll storm?” Gersh said she and her family received threatening and antisemitic 
messages for months. Anglin does not live in the United States, but Gersh’s attorney, David 
Dinielli of the Southern Poverty Law Center, said that he “will go to the ends of the earth to 
collect the judgment … whether it’s cash, assets or intellectual property.” This is the second 
multimillion-dollar award against Anglin recently, according to the Associated Press. In 
June, a federal judge in Ohio awarded a Muslim radio host $4.1 million after Anglin falsely 
accused him of terrorism. Anglin’s lawyers, who argued that his writings were protected by 
the First Amendment, dropped their client when he failed to appear for his deposition in April.
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