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NEWS IN BRIEF

From JNS.org
Syrian civilians targeted by Assad, 20 children killed

At least 100 civilians, including 20 children, were killed in fighting in Syria’s reb-
el-held Eastern Ghouta the week of Feb. 19, evidence of “major escalations” on the part 
of dictator Bashar Assad’s regime. The area has been held by rebels for the last five years. 
The United Nations issued a warning that Assad’s targeting of civilians with airstrikes, 
missile fire and artillery in the area “must stop now.” The town of Douma also experienced 
shelling, with journalists reporting young children being rushed to the hospital. As few as 
340,000 people have been killed in the civil war to Israel’s north since 2011, following 
protests against Assad’s government which ended in arrests and killings. Over the past 
five years, Israel has admitted 4,071 Syrians affected by the war to Israeli hospitals for 
free treatment. In the last year, Israel has treated more than 1,000 Syrian children.
Israeli natural gas to be sold to Egypt in $15 billion deal

The operators of Israel’s Tamar and Leviathan offshore natural gas fields have announced 
a landmark $15 billion, 10-year deal to sell the gas to Egypt. Israeli-based Delek Drilling and 
U.S.-based Noble Energy announced that it has signed two agreements with Egypt’s Dolphin 
Energy worth an estimated $15 billion. According to the terms of the deal, Delek and Noble will 
supply Egypt with about seven billion cubic meters of gas annually, with half coming from the 
already operating Tamar field and the other half from the Leviathan field, which plans to begin 
operations next year. The companies are looking at various options to transfer the gas, including 
an eastern Mediterranean pipeline or a Pan-Arabian pipeline via Jordan. Commenting on the 
agreement, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu hailed the deal as “historic,” adding 
“many people did not believe in the gas outline. We led it knowing that it would strengthen our 
security, economy and regional relations, but, above all, that it would strengthen Israel’s citi-
zens. This is a joyous day.” Yitzhak Tshuva, the controlling shareholder of Delek Group, which 
controls Delek Drilling, called the deal an “important milestone” in the road toward making 

Israel a major energy exporter in the region. “The agreement will strengthen the relationships 
between Israel and its neighbors, and increase economic cooperation between them,” he said.
Israel tests state-of-the-art Arrow 3 missile system

Israel’s new long-range Arrow 3 missile defense system was tested successfully the 
morning of Feb. 19, in a joint trial carried out in partnership with the United States. The 
Arrow 3 system, which joins the missile defense arsenal comprised of the Iron Dome, 
David’s Sling, and Arrows 1 and 2, is designed to protect Israel from short-, medium- and 
long-range missiles and is among the world’s highest-level multi-tiered missile defense 
network. Arrow 3 is designed to shoot down intercontinental ballistic missiles, while 
incapacitating nuclear, chemical, biological, or conventional warheads.
Israel advances bill to offset P.A. terror salary payments

Israel’s Ministerial Committee for Legislation advanced a bill on Feb. 18 to withhold 
funds from tax revenues Israel collects on behalf of the Palestinian Authority to offset 
payments made by the P.A. to the families of terrorists. Incarcerated and released terrorists 
received 550 million shekels ($155.6 million) from the P.A., while families of killed and 
injured terrorists received 687 million shekels ($194.3 million). These payments account 
for approximately 7 percent of the P.A.’s total annual budget. Payments for terrorists are 
issued monthly, with those receiving sentences of three to five years being allocated 2,000 
shekels ($566) a month and those receiving 20- to 35-year sentences earning 10,000 shekels 
($2829) per month for life. Married terrorists get a bonus of 300 shekels ($85) per month, 
with an additional 50 shekels ($14) monthly per child. The bill requires the Security Cabinet 
to decide monthly whether to dock the taxes and tariffs Israel collects for the Authority. 
The Cabinet could also opt to freeze the funds and pay later, or not to deduct any funds at 
all. Funds that are withheld from the P.A. would instead be paid into a fund for families of 
victims of terror. The P.A. issued a statement blasting the law as “yet another crime added 
to the Israeli occupations’ ongoing crimes committed against the Palestinian people.” 
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